

TOWN OF CASTLETON

BOARD OF CIVIL AUTHORITY MEETING

May 25, 2023, 6:19 PM
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Debbie Rosmus, Mary Beth Hadeka, Pat Albin-Diercksen, Gerard Ashton, Bonnie Hanley, Nedra Boutwell, Clerk, Yvonne DeLance, Laura Sargent, Pat Schroeder, Mary Lee Harris, Lilian Sheren, Richard Combs, and Toni Lobdell. 
The meeting was called to order at 6:19 pm by Nedra Boutwell. 
Election of Officers was first on the agenda. Nedra B asked for nominations for a Chair, Dick C nominated Gerry A, Debbie R seconded.  No other nominations after being asked twice more.  Gerry will accept the nomination, so Nedra called the question, All in favor, Motion Passed.  Gerry asked for a nomination for a Vice Chair. Dick C nominated Toni L, Debbie R seconded. No other nominations after asking twice more, Toni will accept the nomination. Gerry called the question, All in favor, Motion Passed. 
Gerry asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the September 7, 2022, Board of Civil Authority meeting. Dick C made a motion to approve the minutes with the correction of Bonnie’s last name, and Pat D seconded. No discussion so Gerry called the question, All in favor, Motion Passed. 
The Board discussed the bi-annual challenge of the voter checklist. The Town Clerk, Nedra, presented the checklist and explained the process of review, which includes challenging voters who may be deceased or have moved out of town. She also mentioned that the board has the authority to challenge college students who have moved away. Board members were provided with a copy of the checklist and asked to review it and report any potential challenges. A meeting date of August 21st at 6:00 pm was set to finalize the list, with the expectation that members would discuss any voters that should be challenged at that time. 
Debbie R made a Motion that the board approve the Town Clerk to use her discretion in keeping our voter rolls as updated as possible, taking into account deaths, moving, or other situations. Toni L seconded.  No other discussion, Gerry called the question, All in favor, Motion passed.

The Board also reviewed the VLCT Model Rules of Procedure for BCA Property Tax Assessment Appeal Hearings and agreed to re-adopt them.  Debbie R made a Motion to re-adopt the VLCT Model Rules of Procedure for BCA Property Tax Assessment Appeal Hearings, Laura S seconded. No other discussion so Gerry called the question, All in favor, Motion Passed.
The board also reviewed the Policy on Politicking, Campaigning, and signs at the polling place. Dick C made a motion to reaffirm the Policy on Politicking, Campaigning, and signs at the polling place, Debbie R seconded. The board discussed a potential issue of having someone on the ballot present at the polling place, having a uniformed officer assist a voter with a ballot, and finding a balance between aiding voters and maintaining the integrity of the voting process. It was agreed that if a person is running unopposed, there is no need to change the current policy. No other discussion so Gerry called the question, All in favor, Motion Passed. 
Gerry asked if there was any other business.  Hearing none Gerry asked for a motion to adjourn.  Dick C made a motion to adjourn, Debbie R seconded.  All in Favor, Motion Passed.  Meeting adjourned at 6:56pm. 
Respectfully submitted,
Nedra Boutwell, Town Clerk                 Approved:                                     Date:

